10/06/2086 14:39 



2504910266 



PAGE 08/18 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

OCT 0 6 2006 



Amendment« t to the Claims 



(CTnrently amended) A rigid modular container comprising: 

a floor, opposite rigid rectilinearly- shaped first and second panels, and oppositely 
disposed rigid rectilineariy-shaped third and fourth panels extending from and between 
said first and second panels, said panels mounted to said floor and having opposite side 
edges, said side edges of said third and fourth panels abutting said side edges of said first 
and second panels, fastener bracing means mounted to said side edges of said panels and 
aligned between adjacent said panels, said fastener bracing means having fastener 
receiving apertures therethrough for rigid bracing of rigid fasteners mounted through and 
between said fastener bracing means on said adjacent panels, rigid elongate fasteners 
mounted through said fastener bracing means on said adjacent said panels, said fastener 
bracing means on said first and second panels bei.ng mounted on outside suxfeces thereof, 
said fastener bracing means on said third and fourth panels being mounted on inside 
surfaces thereofT^ 



wlierein each ««iH fastener b r ncing means ipcludes at least nvo alif>ned spaced apart 
. p.i^,r.s for sr »pl v -iniimalled mountin g thcr^throuph of said elon^Pte fasteners, so that 
with adjacent ^aid fastener ^r^ir.inp means on said adjacent panels, said at least two 
^\i<m^A snacerf an^^rt anertur-r'» on said eac h f astene r bracing means forms an aligned 
nrmv of said least two aiig "^ ^ p»r-.ed apart apertures, wherein one of said elongate 
fastens is Hn r^rW ioumalled t herethrough so as to rigidly ahpn said adjacent panelg and 
wh^P.in said ^ini.cri.te fa-stet . ^ «>sn securely releagably mate said adjacent panels 
loeether. 

(currently amended) The rigid modular container of claim 1 wherein said first and second 
panels, and said third and fourth panels extending between said first and second panels 
form I generally rectangular parallelepiped, and wherein said fastener bracing means 
comprises a first panel hollow reinforcing member aijd a second pane) hollow reinforcing 
member mounted across, and on an outer surface of, said first and second panels 
respectively so as to extend fi^m said opposite side edges of each said first and second 
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panels, each end of each said reinfoi^ring member having, mounted in parallel across said 
each end, a first reinforcing insert and a rigid end enclosure so that said each end is a 
reinforced end, and wherein, on said third and fonrth panels, said festener bracing means 
comprising third and fourth panel hollow reinforcing members moimted across said third 
and fourth panels respectively, each said third and fourth panel hollow reinforcing 
members mounted on an inner surface of said third and fourth panels respectively, each 
of said tiurd and fourth panels having rigid flanges fonned along opposite side edges 
thereof, said rigid flanges extending orthogonally relative to said third and fourth panels 
inwardly into said container, ends of said third and fourth panel hollow reinforcing 
members adjacent corresponding said rigid flanges, second reinforcing inserts mounted in 
each said end of said third and fourth panel hoUow reinforcing members, said reinforcing 
members aligned so as to horizontaUy align said fe a tcncr rocojv in gat least two aligned 
spaced apart ^ertarcs formed through each said first and second panel hollow 
reinforcing member, said first and second panels, said rigid flanges and each said second 
reinforcing ii^erts. 

3. (original) The container of claim 2 wherein said remforcing members are mounted along 
an upper end of said panels- 

4. (origmal) The container of claim 3 wherein said reinforcing members are mounted 
continuously along uppermost edges of said panels so as to contiguously strengthen an 
upper opening of said container defined by said upper edges of said panels. 

5. (original) The container of claim 3 wherein said reinforcing members are channels rigidly 
mounted along their edges to said panels. 

6. (original) The container of claim 5 wherein said first and second panels are, respectively, 
fiX)nt and back panels and said third and fourth panels are side panels, said side panels 
further comprising a paraUel pair of fork-receiving rigid pockets mounted horizontally to 
said side panels for receiving therein the forks of a fi:ont-load truck. 
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7. (correntiy amended) The container of claim 2 wherein said first and second panels each 
further include a lip extending along each said side edge of said first and second panels so 
as to overlap an outer surface of said side edges of said third and fourth panels, and 
wherein each said lip has at least one festesei-aperture of said at least two alig;ned spaced 
apart anertur^t herein and said third and fourth panels have corresponding last^e^saiji 
aUeastonea petturoB therein aUgning with said festei^at least one apertures in each said 
lip, g^xM»»4 -s!aid elongate f asteners mounted therethrough. 

8. (currently amended) The container of claim9-4-«ftd 7 wherein said festeaet ^t least one 
apertures are bolt holes and wherein said elongate fasteners are bolts, said bolt holes 
sized to snugly receive said bolts joumalled therethrough. 

9. (original) Th& container of claim 1 wherein said floor is planar and has at least one 
stiffening rib there-across. 

10. (original) The container of claim 9 wherein said floor has a circumferentially extending 
upstanding rim around a circumference of said floor in overlapped mating with 
lowermost edges of said panels. 

11. (original) The container of claim JO wherein said rim is festened by festeners to said 
lowermost edges. 

12. (original) The container of claim 1 wherein said first and second panels are of a constant 
and equal first size, and wherein said third and fourth panels are of an equal second size, 
and wherein said second size of said third and fourth panels is varied to vary the volume 
of said container. 

13. (currently amended) A rigid modular container kit comprising: 

an oppositely mountable floor and Ud, oppositely mountable rigid rectilinearly-shaped 
first and second panels, and oppositely mountable rigid rectilinearly-shaped third and 
fourth panels extending from and between said .first and second panels, said pajiels 
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moutitable to said floor, said panels having opposite side edges, said side edges of said 
third and fourth panels moimtable so as to abut said side edges of said fct and second 
panels, fastener bracing means mounted to said side edges of said panels and alignable 
between adjacent said panels when said panels are mounted to said floor, said fastener 
bracing means having festener receiving apertures therethrough for rigid bracing of rigid 
festenera mounted through and between said fastener bracing means on said adjacent 
panels, rigid eteatc_fastencrs mounted through said fastener bracing means on said 
adjacent said panels, said fastener bracing means on said first and second panels being 
mounted on outside surfeces thereof and said fastener bracing means on said third and 
fourth panels being mounted on inside surfaces thereof when said panels are mounted to 
each othertj 

wh^ein each ^^id fastener b r.>-^«<^ means includes at least, nvo aligned spaced ap . a rt 
« peitnres for snudv iouroalM mounting th erethrough of s aid elongate fasteners, so that 
^ith adjacent «aid fastener bracing mean P ^^n said adjacent panels, said atje asLiwo 
,H>m.d spaced ^ ^^r^ .T>^rturcs on said each fastener bracing means forms an aliened 
=,rf«v of said least two alicmed snaced a ri^rt apertures, wherein one of said elongat e 
fact^ners is linP^rlv ionmalled tb prpthronrh so rs t o rigidly alisD said adjacent panels and 
v^hftrein said elongate fasteners also se cnr e lv releasa bly mate said adjacent pane ls 
together.. 

(currently amended) The rigid modular container of claim 13 wherein said panels when 
mounted to each other form a generally rectangular parallelepiped, and wherein said 
festener bracing means comprises a first panel hollow reinforcing member and a second 
panel hollow reinforcing member mounted across, and on an outer surfece of, said first 
and second panels respectively so as to extend from said opposite side edges of each said 
first and second panels, each end of each said reinforcing member having, mounted in 
parallel across said each end, a first reinforcing insert and a rigid end enclosure so that 
said each end is a reinforced end, and wherein, on said third and fourth panels, said 
festener bracing means comprising third and fourth panel hollow remforcing members 
mounted across said third and fourth panels respectively, each said third and fourth panel 
hollow reinforcing members mounted on an inner surface of said thnd and fourth panels 
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respectively, each of said third and fourth panels having rigid flanges fonxjed along 
opposite side edges thereof, said rigid flanges extending orthogonally relative to said 
third and fourth panels inwardly into said container when said panels are mounted to each 
other ends of said third and fourth panel hollow reinforcing members adjacent 
corre'spo«di^g said rigid flanges, second reinforcing inserts mounted in each said end of 
said third and fourth panel hollow reinforcing members, said reinforcing members 
aUgned so as to hofizontaUy align said jas^e^e^-^eeei^nt Icasr two ali pned spaced apart 
apertures formed through each said first and second panel boUow reinforcing member, 
said first and second panels, said rigid flanges and each said second reinforcing inserts. 

(original) The container of claim 14 wherein said reinforcing members are tnounted along 
an Tipper end of said panels. 

(original) The container of claim 15 wherein said reinforcing members are mounted 
contimxously along uppermost edges of said panels, so as to contiguously strengthen an 
^er opening of said container defined by said upper edges of said panels when saad 
panels are mounted to each other. 

(original) -me container of claim 15 wherein said reinforcing members are channels 
rigidly mounted along their edges to said panels. 

(original) The container of claim 17 wherein said first and second panels are, 
respectively front and back panels and said third and fourth panels are side panels, said 
side panels furiher comprising a parallel pair of fork^receiving rigid pockets mounted 
horizontally to said side panels for receiving therein the forks of a front-load truck. 

(currently amended) The container of claim 14 wherein said first and second panels eacb 
further include a lip extending along each said side edge of said first and second panels so 
a. to overlap an outer surface of said side edges of said third and fourth panels when said 
p^els are mounted to each other, and wherein each said lip has at least one 
^erture ..^h i...t two alirn.H .n.rH apatt apertures iherein and said third and 
fonrth panels have correspondmg la^saidaUsast^apertures therein aligmng with 
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21. 



said ^.x.i«u: ^t least one a pertures in each said Up, see^a ^said elon^te . f asteners 
mountable thcrcthrough. 

(currenUy amended) The container of cIaim6-t3W-19 wherein said ^tee^^UeasLQne 
apertures are bolt holes and wherein said elougate fasteners are bolts, said bolt holes 
sized to snugly receive said bolts joumalled therethrough. 

(original) The container of claim 13 wherein said floor is planar and has at least one 
stiffening rib there-across. 

22. (original) The container of claim 21 wherein said floor has a circumferentialJy extending 
upstanding rim around a circumference of said floor for overlapped mating with 
lowermost edges of said panels. 

23. (origmal) The container of claim 22 wherein said rim is fastened by festeners to said 
lowermost edges. 

24 (original) The container of claim 13 wherein said first and second panels are of a constaut 
and equal first size, and wherein said third and fourth panels are of an equal second size, 
and wherein said second size of said third and fourth panels is varied to vary the volume 
of said container when said panels are mounted to each other. 

25 (original) TTje container of claim 1 further comprising a pair of rigid wedge-shaped 
extensions mounted onto upper edges of one pair of said oppositely mounted panels, and 
a lid mounted on hinge means to an upper edge of the other pair of said oppositely 
mountable panels so that, when said lid is pivoted on said hinge means to a dosed 
position over said container, a firont edge of said lid defines an open horizontal slot 

26. (original) The container, of claim 25 further comprising releasable locking means for 
lockably closing said lid down onto said extensions. 
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30. 



31. 



27. (origtoal) The container of claim 1 further cotnprising a pair of rigid wedge-shaped 
extensions mounted onto upper edges of third and fourth panels, and a lid mounted on 
hinge means to an upper edge of said first panel so that, when said lid is pivoted on said 
hinge means to a closed position over said container a firont edge of said lid and a 
corresponding \ipper edge of said second panel define a forwardly disposed slot 

28. (original) The container of claim 27 fiirther comprisijog releasable locking means for 
lockably closing said lid down onto said extensions. 

29. (original) The container kit of claim 13 further compriaing a pair of rigid wedge-shaped 
extensions mountable onto upper edges of one pair of said oppositely mountable panels, 
and a lid mountable on hinge means to an upper edge of the other pair of said oppositely 
mountable panels so that, when said lid is pivoted on said hinge means to a closed 
position over said container, once assembled, a j&ont edge of said lid defines an open 
horizontal slot. 



(original) The container of claim 29 fiirther comprising releasable locking means for 
lockably closing said lid down onto said extensions. 

(cuirentty amended) The container kit of claim 13 further comprising a pair of rigid 
wedge-shaped extensions mountable onto upper edges o f said third , . and fourth paoels so 
as to dispose narrow ends of said extensions towards said first pane l of .naid - Aird-agd 
fourth panob, and a lid mountable on hinge means to an upper edge of said first panel so 
that, when said lid is pivoted on said hinge means to a closed position over said container, 
once assembled, a fi-ont edge of said lid and a corresponding upper edge of said second 
panel delBne a forwardly disposed horizontal slot. 

(original) The container of claim 31 fiirther comprising releasable locking means for 
lockably closing said lid down onto said extensions. 
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